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The New Orleans area's, newest Woolco. ‘opens tomorrow. at 1977 Barataria Blvd. 


Woolco opens in Marrero tomorrow > 


Marrero shoppers will not have to 
travel out of community boundaries, 
any longer to shop at a Woolco store. 
The newest New Orleans area Woolco 
will open at 9 a.m.tomorrow at 1977 
Barataria Blvd. 

Merchandise for every household 
need will be stocked in the 90.000- 
square-foot building that will serve the 
public with 110 employees. `: 

The new store is the sixth Woolco 
store in the New Orleans area and like 
the Gentilly store, which opened in 
March of last year, it will feature an 
expanded home improvement depart- 


lhe States: item 


ment that will carry such items as lum- 
ber, plywood, paneling, building tools, 
kitchen and bathroom cabinets, sink 


‘and bathroom vanities — every possi- 


ble item the do-it-yourselfer might 


“need for remodeling. The Marrero and 


the Gentilly stores are the only Woolco 
outlets in the city that offer these 
building needs. : 

For the home gardener, the new 
store sells gardening tools, fertilizers, 
plants. potting materials and patio 
equipment in its large garden center 
department. 

For the youngest member of the 


family, Woolco has an infant depart- 
ment that supplies the mother with 
everything from diapers and bottles to 
baby strollers. 

In addition, thé new store includes a 
pet department that carries tropical 
and exotic fish, birds and other pets, 
plus cages, food and other pet supplies. 

Other store items include clothing for 


‘every member of the family, shoes, 


toys, sewing notions and fabric, appli- 
ances, cameras, stereos, television sets, 
albums, books, sporting goods, cos- 
metics and jewely. Hungry and weary 
shoppers can take refreshment under 


Left to right, salesperson Sheryl Bium, section manager Al Latour, section manager 


John Cooley, general manager Tim Duckworth, assistant manager Tom Edwards 


Manager’s assistants are promoted from store ranks 


Tom Edwards, 30, has been transfer- 
red from Mesquite, Texas, to Marrero 
to become assistant general manager 
of the new Woolco Department store in 
Oak Ridge Shopping Center, 1977 para- 
taria Bivd. 


Edwards will assist in the supervi- 
sion of the 90,000-square-foot store 
along with general manager Tim Duck- 
worth and two section managers. Al 
Latour and John Cooley. 


At the age of 21, Edwards joined 
Woolco as an assistant section man- 
ager in 1969 in Memphis, Tenn. He is 
married and has two children. 

Al Latour has been with Weolco for 
four years starting in 1974 at the C 
view store in Metairie as a 


manager. A New Orleans native, La- 


tour was transferred to Austin, Texas, 


last year. 


Latour, a graduate of Texas Chris- 
tian University in Fort Worth, has re- 
turned to be responsibie for the 
hardware, home improvement, house- 
ware, toy, garden, pet, and book 
departments. 


John Cooley is the only section man- 
ager in the new store who was transfer- 
ed from a New Orleans area Woolco. 
He has worked in the Chalmette store 
for seven vears as an assistant section 
manager. He is from Chicago, Ill., but 
has lived in New Orleans for 15 years. 

Cooley will supervise the stationery, 
music. camera. furniture, floor cover- 


ing and appliance departments. 

The F.W. Woolworth Co. promotes its 
executives from within its store ranks. 
Training directors search colleges each 
year for men and women to participate 
in the company’s training program. Ail 
trainees receive on-the-job training 
until after graduation from college. 
Afterwards, the students continue their 
training as full-time assistant store 
managers, until al] training assign- 
ments have been completed. 

Department heads for the Marrero 
store are Pauline Plaisance. men’s 
wear, Tom Baker, floor covering; Alice 
Accrman, jewelry, Carol Dupre. sport- 
ing goods; Robert Hoch, major appli- 
ances and Marcel Blanchard. home im- 
provement. 


Woolco’s toy department has everything for youngsters 
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the Red Grille sign with the “white . 
chef's hat. The Woolco restaurant 
serves pastry and coffee for early 
shoppers and sandwiches for late shop- 
pers. The Red Grille is operated by Ann. 


Bowen. 


Woolco customers will never have to 
search for a parking space when visit- 


ing the new store. There are over 600+ 


parking places in front of the store; in ` 
the shopping center on the corner of 
Barataria and Lapalco boulevards. 

The other New Orleans Woolco stores 
are at 4601 Chef Menteur Highway, 
Gentilly, 2801 Veterans Memorial 


Tim Duckworth, general manager of 
the new Woolco Department Store. 
1977 Barataria Blvd. in Oak Ridge 
Shopping Center, has climbed from the 
bottom rung of the Woolworth-Woolco 
ladder in his 18 years with the 
company. 


Starting as a stockboy in a Wool- 
worth unit in Jackson, Miss., in 1960, he 
worked his way up to general manager 
in a Lufkin, Texas, store. He transfer- 
red from that store to.manage the 
Marrero store. 


Duckworth is not new to the New Or- 
leans area, however. During his years 
with the company, he was assigned to 
many stores in the South, including 
three in New Orieans. He previously 
lived in the New Orleans area with his 


The new Woolco store is well-stocked with a variety of merchandise 


| Dignitaries to open new store 


Rep. J. Chris Uilo of Marrero and 
Jefferson Parish Council Chairman 
James J. Donelon are among digni- 
taries and elected officials who have 
accepted invitations to help open the 
newest New Orleans area Woolco store 
tomorrow. 

The new store ai 1977 Barataria 
Blvd. in Marrero will officially open at 
9 a.m. when Louise Duckworth. wife of 


' 


in Marrero 


“Blvd, Kenner; 1000 Clearview Park- 
way, Metarie; 8730 West Judge Perez 
Drive, Chalmette; and 62 Westbank Ex- 
pressway, Gretna. The Gretna store 
opened in 1963 and was the second in 
the Woolco chain and the first New Or- 
leans area store. Woolco now has more 
than 300 stores in the United-States and 
Canada. New. Orleans is considered to 
be the top district in the chain: 

Im addition to. the six New Orleans 
stores, three satellite stores are in 


Houma, Hammond and Slidell. Other , 


Louisiana stores include two recently 
opened in Lafayette and New Iberia. 


wife and two daughters for five years. 
He worked at the Woolworth store in 
the Westside Shopping Center, the 
Chalmette Woolco and the Woolco in 
Metairie. He says he considers himseif 
practically a native of the Crescent 
City and is glad to be back. 


Originally from Forest, Miss.. Duck- 
worth attended college in Decatur. 
Miss.. for two years before joining the 
Woolworth-Wooico chain. 


Duckworth will supervise the Marre- 
ro Woolco operation with the help of his 
assistant store manager, Tom Ed- 
wards, and two section managers. The 
Store is a full-line department store 
which stocks a large quantity of mer- 
chandise for every household need. 

Marrero was selected as the store's 


store manager Tim Duckworth. and 
Maude Duckworth, the manager's 
mother. cut the ribbons. 

The ribbon-cutting will also be at- 
tended by R.C. Ladd. Woolco Co. vice 
president. and R.D. Watts. Woolco sales 
director. 


Other invited guests inclade Jeffer- 
son Council President Douglas A 


Woolco plans to open in, 1979 otter: 
stores in Gonzales, Baton Rouge and. 
Morgan City. - 

' The Gentilly store in New Orleansis. 
the only two-story Woolco in the Uni 
States and the only one with a movin 


ramp which transports customers: 
shopping carts to the second ‘flootrIe* 


also has an expanded furniture sectaen~ 
which displays its wares in! same" 
showrooms: This is also.the-only Wook- 
co in'the area that sells gasolini 
Woolco stores are open from. 9: 30 
a.m, till 9:30 p-m., . Monday: 
Saturday. . ; 


Marrero store manager 
started as a stockboy 


site by a team of experts which studied” 
the needs. wants. tastes and habits of: 
prospective customers, as well as facts ~ 
about employment rates, traffic, trans- 


` portation and income. The study’ die: 


tates the type of merchandise the store’ 
will handle. 

For shoppers’ comfort and convenr— i 
ience, the Marrero store featuremasa: 
small restaurant and wide, well-orgatiz >: 
ized aisles. Departments are labeled-by-ex 
large signs for quick identification 
the s shopper. 3 

Woolco is owned by the F.W. wont 
worth Co., the largest U.S. variere 


thanwey 
“= 


chain store operator with more 
5,500 stores in seven countries. Kiriti : 
Shoe Corp. and Richman Brothers-Gory a% 


which makes and sells men’s clothifig. 
= 


is also part of Woolworth operation. 


Allen, District Attorney John M. 
Mamovlides. Jefferson Čomenman ="; 


James E. Lawson Jr.. Rep. John A. 
Alario Jr. of Westwego. Sen. Elwy Sts 
Nicholson of Marrero, Lt. Gov. James 
E. Fitamorris Jr.. Sheriff Alwyn J7 
Cronvich and Director Dominick Messo~® 
of the West Bank Chamber of 


Commerce. i 


